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mittees could come to no agreement, and the Italians
and the Greeks were at every point at variance.
Suddenly events took a dramatic turn. Signor
Orlando and President Wilson quarrelled in Paris over
Fiume. The former, with all the Italians, left the
Conference. There was always in Paris a strong pro-
Hellenic party, which now played its cards skilfully.
M. Venizelos presented a sheaf of telegrams to show
that the Turks were massacring in the Smyrna area,
which was untrue. His subordinates produced excel-
lent, but incorrect, maps to show the preponderance
of the Greek population in and round Smyrna. The
Great Three did not wish to see the Italians in pos-
session, and they thought it an excellent method of
calling Signor Orlando back to heel. He came, but too
late, for already the order had been deliberately given
by Mr. Wilson without reference to his advisers, and
by Mr. Lloyd George and M. Clemenceau; and the
Greeks were sent to Smyrna, not as a punishment to
the Turks, but as a counterpoise to the Italians.
From this small spark arose a fierce conflagration.
The Greeks came under the escort of Allied ships,
and their occupation was announced to the Governor of
Smyrna as that of the Allies. They began to massacre
as soon as they landed. The officers and men of the
British battleship moored close to the quay were ordered
to remain inactive, while, within a few yards of their
stern, Greek troops committed murder and foul brutalities.
It is said that so difficult was it to prevent the British
sailors from interfering that they were all ordered below
decks.